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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 
= Please Order From: 
WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CoO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ill. 





“| Pray the Wass’ = by Father Hoever, S. O. Cist. 

A Sunday Missal and complete prayer book combined. Large, 
clear type, printed in red and black. Suggests a spiritual thought for 
each Sunday and for the following week. Revised texts of New 
Testament throughout. 125 drawings. 448 pages. 5x3% inches. 




















School edition: Black or white, leatherette, round corners, red edges ................ $ .35 
Black durotex, red edges, title and design in gold on front cover.-....................-.. .50 
Khaki or blue for men in army or navy -50 
Black cloth, red edges, gold title and design -70 
Black or white, imitation leather, red under gold edges 1.10 
Genuine black seal grain leather, red under gold edges 1.50 
DeLuxe black morroco leather, hand tooled border on inside covers .................... 2.00 
DeLuxe edition, with silk moire or genuine leather lining 3.50 
Khaki or black folder with missal for men in service 1.00 
ORDER FROM: — 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Church Fabrics 


Cloth of Gold CHI CWICND Gold Brocades 


Woven Embiems and Satin Orphreys to Match 
Silk Damask Brocades 
All liturgically correct as to design and color. 
Immediate deliveries 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 
1239 Broadway, New York 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 




















URING Catholic Press Month if every reader would 
secure or give one or several new subscriptions 
to “TABERNACLE and PURGATORY” to lax 
and indifferent Catholics, how much good could 
be accomplished! In addition you may obtain one 
of the valuable premiums offered on this page 

which have been specially selected for February. 
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For 1 Subscription — Choose ONE from this group: — 

Eucharistic Heart-talks with Jesus — Written in a delightful 
conversational style, this booklet will provide beautiful prayers for 
visits, holy hours, night adoration, or novenas in honor of the Blessed 
Sacrament, or it may be used for Communion devotions. 

United in Christ — Abounding in solid counsel and instructions 
for those contemplating marriage, this is an excellent booklet both for 
Catholics and non-Catholics. 

To Jesus through Mary — Explains how to go to Jesus through 
Mary and contains many prayers. (If you would prefer any one of the 
ten cent booklets listed on back cover, kindly state your choice.) 


For 2 Subscriptions — Choose ONE from this group:— 
Treasures of the Mass — Will inspire a deeper understanding and 
a more ardent love for the Holy Sacrifice. 
An Artistic Calendar — In pleasing colors with attractive religious 
picture. Size 15 x 9% in. 


For 3 Subscriptions — Choose ONE from this group:— 
Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children — An appealing prayer book 
for children. Cloth binding, black, blue or rose. 
The Christian Home— A guide to happiness in the home; 144 
pages, 


For 4 Subscriptions — Choose ONE from this group:— 

Sacred Heart Library— 7 booklets on devotion to the Sacred 
Heart, with reflections and prayers. 

Golden Links— A complete, pocket prayer book. Small print. 


For 5 Subscriptions — Choose ONE from this group:— 

Free Subscription to “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” 

Holy Ghost Prayer Book — Black or maroon, flexible binding. Red 
under gold edges. 


For 6 Subscriptions — Choose ONE from this group:— 
Our Palace Wonderful — Instructive and interesting. Deals with 


wonders of creation. 
The Palace Beautiful — A splendidly written book treating of the 
soul of man as the temple of the Holy Spirit. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Holy Mother the Church, the Spouse of Christ, 
guards faithfully the treasures of the Cross, 
the Eucharist and the Scriptures. 
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A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 
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The Enemies of the Faith 
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NE day, as the Gospel relates, a delegation of Pharisees 
and Herodians, wishing to ensnare Jesus in His speech, 
approached Him with the flattering remark: “Master, 

{ we know that Thou art truthful, and that Thou teachest 

* the way of God in truth, and that Thou carest naught 

. for any man” (Matt. xxii. 16). We know, of course, 

that their sinister purpose rendered their praise odious to the ears of 

Him who was Eternal Truth. We, however, can clothe these words 

with truth and sincerity, for we are firmly convinced by the Divine 

virtue of faith that all Jesus taught is eternally true. We believe as 
true all that He taught about His Heavenly Father, about Himself and 
about the Holy Spirit, about the relations of the three Divine Persons to 
one another, their power, goodness and mercy. We believe, on His 
word, that He is present in the Most Blessed Sacrament, under the forms 
of bread and wine, truly, really and substantially; that heaven and 
hell exist, that nothing impure will enter heaven and that hell is eternal. 

We believe that it will profit man nothing if he gain the whole world 

but suffer the loss of his soul; for all this was spoken by One whom 

we acknowledge to be the Truth. ; 

If the messengers of the Herodians so strongly asserted the truth- 
fulness of Jesus, why did they not believe in Him? Because they lacked 
the gift of faith. Faith is not only an act of the understanding, but 
also of the will and the result of grace. The truths of faith are not 
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mathematical facts which are evident; they are not the findings of so- 
called research, but mysteries almost throughout. And as they are 
mysteries whose interior being and profoundest depths we cannot 
fathom, it requires an exercise of the will to make an act of faith; the 
will can say Yes and No; it can accept or reject the truths of faith. 
Furthermore, because faith is a theological virtue which of ourselves 
we cannot acquire, it depends not a little also upon grace. One can 
resist faith, and one can undermine and disturb it and even lose it 
altogether. 

One of the most formidable enemies of the Faith is pripe. Pride 
will suffer no subjection, either of the mind or of the will. The proud 
person is right, right in everything and always. He cannot be wrong. 
If such a person sees that he errs, his self-esteem will not acknowledge 
it. He will not bend to any authority, either on earth or_above the 
earth. The arrogant person pursues his own ways. He acknowledges 
no one superior to himself. When Moses wished to lead the Israelites 
into the desert so that he might offer sacrifice, he went to Pharaoh to ask 
his permission. Knowing well that his own authority was insignificant, 
he called to witness the authority of God, saying: “Thus saith the Lord 
God of Israel: Let My people go that they may sacrifice to Me in 
the desert.” What was the answer of Pharaoh? “Who is the Lord, that 
I should hear His voice, and let Israel go? I know not the Lord” 
(Exodus v. 1-2). Such are the sentiments of all arrogant and proud 
persons? Presumptuous and boastful, they exalt their own imaginary 
talents and perfections, and disdain to listen to others. 

The egoistic and self-conceited individual is full of desire for the 
world’s esteem. Believing he can best attain public acclaim by making 
a display of his knowledge and intellectual superiority, which he flatters 
himself in possessing, he seeks to travel on entirely new ways which no 
one has as yet traveled. He wishes to be the founder of novel systems 
which outmode those inherited from past generations. So he sets aside 
the holy Faith to acquire a name for himself as a great investigator 
and pathfinder in the recondite sciences, or in some other field of 
learning. 

What self-conceit is often found with the “half and half” educated 
who sip everywhere but never drink deeply from a pure stream and 
have no thorough knowledge in any one branch. Such people are the 
most stupid critics. They argue about everything, and especially about 
what is most sublime. “From pride all perdition took its beginning” 
(Tob. iv. 14); consequently also unbelief, for the truths of faith are 
hidden from the wise and conceited and revealed only to the simple 
and humble. Lucifer rose up in his pride and refused to acknowledge 
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the authority of God. Imitating this fallen archangel, the proud man 
likewise refuses to assent to the truths of Faith, and thereby loses 
the “pearl of great price,” only to find the loss irreparable when, dis- 
appointed in his hopes and his life wasted, he finds himself facing 
death and the eternal companionship of the archetype of pride. But 
obdurate even then, he continues to refuse the good offices of those who 
- would lead him back to the Faith. Rash and self-willed, he derides 
what he terms superstitions, and finally perishes in his sin. 

A second great enemy of the Faith is seNsUALITY. Whoever places 
himself under the law of the flesh, that is, descends to the slavery of 
sensuality, dishonors himself and becomes subject to every vice and 
sin. In the beginning he loves his tyrant, dreams of pleasures and 
blissful hours, but soon he feels the weight and shame of his yoke. 
He who still has a spark of a sense of honor soon tires of such tyranny. 
He is seized with a disgust which becomes greater and greater until 
it reaches a degree of unbearableness. The unhappy one would now 
like to shake off the yoke but it clings to his neck so that all his efforts 
seem fruitless. So he sinks down to the verge of despair. In this 
condition he becomes aware of the emptiness and degradation which 
these sins produce. He begins to realize the truth of the words of St. 
Paul: “The wages of sin is death” (Rom. vi. 23). An abyss opens in 
his soul which cannot be bridged over. He feels a terror which cannot 
be described. He fears the arm of Divine Justice. Haunted by these 
fears he tries to make himself believe that there is no day of reckoning 
and no hell. Not only does he wish it, but he clings with tenacity 
to all pretense arguments about the non-existence of hell. He consoles 
himself with the thought that many others say there is no hell. He 
does this because he fears hell. He talks himself into the belief that 
there is no hell until he finally denies it openly. In doing so he has 
turned away from faith and is in the realm of unbelief. 

Could one look into the heart of those who boldly deny that there 
is a God and a hell, what anxiety and what want of peace would one 
there behold? How their lying tongue lashes their tormented heart! 
Lenau, an author, whose writings and life provoked scandal, acknowl- 
edged of himself that he could find no words to describe the pitiful 
condition of his soul. In his denial of God the whole world seemed 
to him like a desolate city with long dark streets through which he 
wandered. He felt as though he must embrace the storm, take hold of 
the wind, but all rejected him, drew back from him, and from every 
side nothing but anguish and torment greeted him. 

Who can count all those who, driven to desperation by the torture 
of their soul, have wanted to end all by the last act of despair, suicide? 
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He who has impurity as the source of his unbelief is indeed to be 
pitied! What chance is there that the light of faith will glimmer again 
in this gangrened soul? But on the other hand, there are very few 
chaste and pure souls who will ever lose the holy Catholic Faith. 

A third enemy of the Faith is IRRELIGIOUS LITERATURE. - One can 
hardly exaggerate the influence of literature on the mind, the heart and 
the soul of the reader. For many reasons it is greater and more lasting 
than the influence of the spoken word. The spoken word comes and 
goes. It takes but a moment and is often made inefficacious by a 
following discourse. But the written word can be read and reread, 
twice, twenty times and oftener. One can think about it at leisure. 

What is heard is often weakened by the character of the speaker, 
for his reputation is widespread, his doubtful and immoral life is 
known, his hatred of the Church and of God is whispered from one 
to another. It is. different with what we read. The letters appear very 
innocent. The style is very flattering. It seems as if the author were 
in holy earnest about what he is writing, and yet he is filled with 
wicked designs and hatred of God. Irreligious literature is like a 
deadly poison in food. The food tastes well and awakens an appetite. 
The food is eaten; the poison is imbibed and death is sure to follow. 
No one should say: “I am wise enough to take the good out of a book 
and leave the bad.” This would be presumption. The Holy Spirit 
warns us of the inevitable consequences if such a course is followed: 
“Flee from sins as from the face of a serpent: for if thou comest near 
them, they will take hold of thee. The teeth thereof are the teeth of 
a lion, killing the souls of men” (Ecclus. xxi. 2, 3). One cannot make 
sport with a poisonous snake. He must flee from it to escape the danger 
of its venomous bite. /rreligious literature is the poisonous bite of 
a snake. 

It is a great blessing that the Catholic Church strictly forbids the 
reading of literature which endangers faith. The reading of many 
books is punished by excommunication. Whoever knowingly, without 
the permission of the Holy See, reads books of apostates and heretics 
in which heresy is defended, and books which are forbidden by an 
apostolic brief, is excluded from the communion of the faithful, even 
if he calls himself a Catholic. Again other books are on the /ndex, 
that is, the list of books forbidden by the Church. Books on the Index 
may not be read, even by priests, without the permission of the bishop. 

The excellent Catholic philosopher and pious priest, Balmes, one 
day wrote to two of his friends: “You know that faith is deeply rooted 
in my heart. Nevertheless, I cannot read a forbidden book without 
feeling the need of again placing myself in the right sentiments by 
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reading Holy Scripture, the Following of Christ and the writings of 
Louis of Granada.” 

In our days the world is deluged with books, brochures, booklets, 
leaflets and pamphlets whose only purpose is to rob Catholics of their 
Faith. The enemies of God know that it is sufficient to destroy faith; 
the rest comes of itself. Therefore, be wary of all literature that con- 
tains the spirit of unbelief. If such literature is placed into your 
hands against your will, do as the Ephesians did at the time of St. 
Paul — throw it into the fire. 

A fourth deadly enemy of the faith is RELIGIOUS INDIFFERENCE. 
Faith may be compared to a flower. The flower needs warmth, air 
and nourishment; otherwise, it will wither and die. The nourishment 
of faith is the hearing of the word of God. The warmth is prayer. 
The air is intercourse with men of faith. Nothing on earth would be 
more beyond comprehension than that a person who refused to hear 
the word of God, ceased to pray and associated with men of no faith, 
should in spite of this keep hig faith. It is really not surprising when 
a majority of employees in factories etc. suffer shipwreck of faith. 
They are thrown in with people who talk the whole day long of immoral 
and irreligious things. How much of it is slander and ridicule of 
things most sacred to Catholics! What foul lies and abusive language 
are poured out about priests! Even if some of the things said were 
really true, it would be no just argument against religion. But nearly 
always from beginning to end they are untruths and intended to corrupt 
the innocent. If reverence for religion is undermined, a person will 
no longer listen to the word of God, receive the sacraments or go to 
church to assist at Holy Mass. Finally he will-also neglect prayer, 
even that which had till then been dear to him because he learned 
it from his mother’s lips. And so nourishment, warmth and air are 
withdrawn from him, and his faith dies. 

Again and again, St. Clement Hofbauer used to admonish his 
pupils: “Pray, children, pray. Otherwise, faith will seem to’ you but 
a fable.” Faith is a grace, a grace which comes to us through prayer. 
St. Clement, a humble man himself and a man of prayer, had such a 
lively faith that he used to say: “If I could see the mysteries of our 
holy Faith with open eyes, I would close my eyes so as not to lose 
the merit of faith. I do not trust my eyes as much as the infallible 
decisions of our Holy Church, for it cannot err in matters of Faith, 
but my eyes are subject to many illusions.” And one day, seeing a 
picture on the wall, he said: “I doubt less that there is a Triune God 
than that there is a picture hanging on the wall.” 

Let us, then, often say from the bottom of our hearts: “Master, 
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we know that Thou art a true speaker,” and let us prove that we are 
sincere in our utterance by ever receiving with simple faith all that 
Jesus has taught us and by avoiding everything that might endanger 
our faith. 





The Walue of Ejaculatorp Prayers 
Ft 


\ NE of the simplest and yet one of the most effective 
means of sanctifying one’s soul and securing a high 

place in the kingdom of heaven is the habit of uttering 
I ejaculatory prayers. They are short; they can be said 

IN a at any time and in any place; they do not interrupt 


any occupation in which we are engaged, and at the 
same time they keep the mind occupied with God and Divine things, and 
thus help us to remain habitually sensible of the presence of God. 
The Fathers of the Church attach great importance to these frequent, 
short aspirations towards God, as being well suited to form the spirit 
of prayer. Cassian, in his “Institutions,” says that it is better to make 
short prayers, and to repeat them more frequently. By multiplying 
these prayers we unite ourselves more intimately with God, and by 
making them short, we better escape the darts which the devil hurls 
against us. 

The venerable Abbot Blosius, an acknowledged authority on such 
matters, speaks in even stronger terms. He writes: “The diligent 
darting forth of aspirations and prayers of ejaculation and fervent 
desires to God, joined with true mortification and self-denial, is the 
most certain as well as the shortest way by which a soul can easily and 
quickly come to perfection. And the reason is that aspirations of 
this kind efficaciously penetrate and surmount all things which are 
between God and the soul.” 

Cardinal Vives speaks with almost equal fervor in the same sense. 
This was certainly also the opinion of the saintly Father William Doyle, 
S.J., the well-known army chaplain, whose “Life” was published in 
1920. His biographer tells us that “it was especially by momentary 
recollection and ejaculatory prayer that Father Doyle sought to sanc- 
tify the passing moment, and to condense perfection into the immediate 
present. When he was tempted to break a resolution, or when he shrank 
from some sacrifice, he used to say five times to himself: ‘Will you 
refuse to do this for the love of Jesus?’ By means of aspirations he 
sharpened his will into instant action, and brought into play the accu- 
mulated motive power of the past... He had a wonderful idea of the 
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value of aspirations as a source of grace and merit. ‘If I knew I 
should receive one pound sterling for each one I made, I would not 
waste a spare moment. * And yet I get infinitely more than this, though 
I often fail to realize it.’ The following are among some of the most 
beautiful of his favorite aspirations: ‘My Crucified Jesus, help me to 
crucify myself.’ ‘Lord, teach me how to pray, and to pray always.’ 
‘Jesus, Thou Saint of saints, make me a saint.’ ‘My God, Thou art 
omnipotent, make me a saint.’” 

If we are intent on fitting ourselves for a place in God’s heavenly 
kingdom, we shall certainly enter upon this practice of ejaculatory 
prayer. Besides being a powerful means of advancing, it is so simple 
and so easy that it is within the reach of everybody. In selecting our 
ejaculations, we shall be wise if we are careful to choose such aspira- 
tions as ask for some very specially useful grace, and such as are highly 
indulgenced. The following aspiration fulfils in a high degree both 
qualifications — Sweetest Heart of Jesus, I implore that I may ever 
love Thee more and more. 

Here, in the first place, we ask for an increase of love of God, 
which is of greater spiritual advantage to us than anything else for 
which we could possibly ask. For, to increase in God’s love is to 
increase in sanctity, love being the very measure of all holiness both 
in men and in angels, In the second place, this aspiration carries 
with it an indulgence of three hundred days. If God cannot refuse the 
earnest and fervent and continual prayer of a just man, think of the 
effect of this short prayer repeated many times a day. Then reflect also 
on the continual multiplication of the three hundred days’ indulgence, 
day by day, as the prayer is repeated over and over again, for hundreds 
and thousands of times, and on all sorts of occasions, as when dressing 
and undressing, when lying awake at night, when travelling or taking 
a stroll, or while waiting, or reading, or writing, or conversing with 
others, for such occupations may always be interrupted, just for an 
imperceptible moment, to cast a loving glance at God, present within 
us, and to ask Him for a further increase of love. 


Spiritual Vitamins for February 


1. Sweetest Heart of Jesus, I implore that I may ever love Thee more 
and more. (Ind. of 300 days.) 

2. Lord, teach me how to pray and to pray always. 

3. Jesus, Thou Saint of saints, make me a saint. 

4. My God and my all! (Ind. of 300 days.) 
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St. Francis de Sales, Patron of Catholic 
Writers and of the Catholic Press 
<—<—Ke~~< 


EAR the town of Lullin in Savoy (France) there is a very 
high mountain which is usually referred to as the “Fork” 
because of the twin peaks at its summit. Between these 
two peaks the townspeople, in September, 1898, placed 
a huge bronze statue of their favorite saint and country- 
man, Francis de Sales. The saint is represented standing, 
with an open book in one hand and a pen in the other. 

The instinct of the people in representing St. Francis as a writer and 
placing him in so conspicuous a spot was almost prophetic. Twenty-five 
years later, in 1923, on the occasion of the third centenary of the saint’s 
death, Pope Pius XI solemnly declared St. Francis de Sales the model 
and heavenly patron of all Catholic writers “who explain, promote 
or defend Christian doctrine.” 

St. Francis de Sales was born on August 21, 1567, of pious and 
noble parents, at Thorens near Annecy in the Duchy of Savoy, his 
father being Francis, Count of Sales, and his mother the sole heiress 
of the vast possessions of the House of De Boisy, one of the most 
ancient and noble families of Savoy. Even before his birth his pious 
mother offered him to God, praying that her child might be preserved 
from the corruption of the world and that she might rather be deprived 
of the joy of becoming a mother than to give birth to a child who 
should ever become His enemy by sin. 

From his earliest youth his mother inspired him with profound 
respect for the Church and for all holy things, and he early exhibited 
a recollection and devotion far beyond his years. She read to him 
the lives of the saints, adding recollections suited to his capacity, and 
instilled in him a tender love for the poor. His horror of a lie, even 
in his infancy, made him prefer any disgrace or punishment to telling 
an untruth. 

Being gifted with an excellent memory and a solid judgment, the 
boy made rapid progress in his studies, and by his diligence always 
doubled or trebled his school tasks. From his tender years he felt 
drawn to the priesthood and endeavored to prepare himself for this 
sublime vocation not-only by sanctity of life but also by the cultivation 
of his mind. 

Upon the completion of his elementary education, he was sent to 
pursue his studies in Paris at the College of the Jesuit Fathers. He took 
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no part in the gay life of that city, but devoted himself energetically 
to his studies and to works of piety and charity. Through the inter- 
cession of the Blessed Virgin he was delivered from a terrible temptation 
which caused him to despair of his eternal salvation, and which for 
weeks had tortured his soul with inexpressible anguish. Thereafter 
his already ardent devotion to this good Mother became still more 
ardent and he made a vow to recite the Rosary every day in her honor. 
This promise he kept faithfully during his entire lifetime, though at 
times its fulfilment was very difficult because of his many and pressing 
duties. While in Paris he also made a vow of perpetual chastity. 

In 1585, Francis, now eighteen years of age, was sent to Padua 
to study law. While applying himself diligently to his studies, he also 
made great progress in piety under the spiritual direction of a learned 
and saintly Jesuit, who had been his devoted tutor from his early 
youth. In 159] he was graduated from the University of Padua with 
highest honors, receiving the degree of Doctor both of canon and of 
civil law. 

The charming personality of the young count made him a favorite 
wherever he went. Being the eldest of the family, his father planned 
for him a brilliant worldly career. Francis, however, was determined 
to embrace the priestly state, and finally triumphed over his father’s 
objections, assisted by his pious mother and his cousin, the Canon 
Louis de Sales. 

In the spring of 1593, even before receiving Holy Orders, he was 
appointed Provost of the Chapter of Geneva, a dignity second only 
to that of bishop, and one which was bestowed only upon doctors 
and nobles, Francis, who shunned honors, accepted this dignity with 
the greatest reluctance and only after much persuasion. Soon afterward 
he was ordained deacon, and was frequently charged with the office of 
preaching. His sermons were attended by extraordinary success. He 
delivered the Word of God with a mixture of majesty and modesty, 
in a strong, sweet voice and with an animated manner of gesture. But 
what chiefly affected the hearts of his hearers was the humility and 
unction with which he spoke from the abundance of his own heart. 
Before he preached he always renewed his fervor by prayer. He studied 
as much at the foot of the Crucifix as in books, being persuaded that 
the essential quality of a preacher is to be a man of prayer. 

On December 21, 1593, Francis was ordained to the priesthood, 
after having prepared himself with extraordinary devotion. Thereafter 
he celebrated Holy Mass every morning with seraphic fervor, betraying 
by the fire of his eyes and countenance the inward flame of his soul. 
Afterwards he heard the confessions of all sorts of people, and preached. 
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He declined with utmost care whatever might gain him the applause 
of men, seeking only to please God and to advance His glory. His 
piety, his charity to the poor, his disinterestedness, his care of the sick 
and those in prison, endeared him to all; but nothing was so moving 
as his meekness, which seemed incapable of being disturbed. This 
meekness was not, however, a natural trait, as some have supposed; 
on the contrary, he was by nature fiery and quick-tempered. But by 
long-continued and heroic efforts, and by faithful imitation of Jesus, 
who is “meek and humble of heart,” he so mastered his predominant 
passion as to convert it into his characteristic virtue. 

In 1594, our saint, together with his cousin, Louis de Sales, volun- 
teered to undertake the difficult and dangerous mission of converting 
the Chablais and other territories bordering on Geneva, which were 
infested: by the Calvinistic heresy. Even persons of sound judgment 
regarded the undertaking as impracticable in the extreme, and even 
the most resolute were terrified at its difficulties and dangers. The tears 
and remonstrances of his parents and friends to dissuade him from the 
undertaking made no impression on Francis’ courageous soul. Praying 
God to bless their efforts, he and his companion set forth on their 
perilous mission, ready to sacrifice all to win back souls to the Church 
of God. They suffered incredible hardships, calumnies and injuries; 
their lives were in momentary danger and frequently their escape was 
nothing short of miraculous. But in the midst of these numberless 
perils the constancy of the saint remained firm and inflexible. 

The Calvinist ministers, upon hearing of the arrival of the mission- 
aries, had made a solemn compact not to listen to their sermons. In 
addition, they so aroused the people against them that on several occa- 
sions attempts were made to kill them. But this did not daunt the saint 
nor exhaust his ingenuity. Since the spoken word proved to be of no 
avail, he determined to preach by the written word. He therefore 
composed short explanations of Catholic doctrine and had them printed 
on leaflets which he circulated among the Calvinists. Other leaflets 
followed in rapid succession, and soon he had discussed all the Catholic 
doctrines which Calvin had denied. 

These first literary efforts of St. Francis met with wonderful 
success. Never had the Calvinists seen the doctrines of the Church 
presented in so convincing and charming a manner. But what especially 
captivated their minds and hearts was the saint’s spirit of moderation 
and charity. Unlike the other controversialists of the time, he never 
made use of abusive language toward the Calvinists, but invariably 
referred to them as his “brothers.” He did so from the firm conviction 
that they were in error, not through malice but through a misconception 
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of Catholic doctrine. These leaflets brought the heretics in crowds 
to the pulpit of the saint. The haryest daily increased so plentifully 
that new laborers were sent to carry on the good work under the direc- 
tion of St. Francis, and within four years the whole of the Chablais, 
numbering more than 70,000 souls, was converted to the Church. 





St. Francis de Sales, seraph of Divine love 


In 1600, Francis de Sales was appointed Coadjutor Bishop of 
Geneva, and two years later, upon the death of the bishop of the diocese, 
he was consecrated Prince Bishop of Geneva. He prepared himself for 
his consecration by a retreat of twenty days, previous to which he 
spent a few days in retirement at the Chateau de Sales amid the devoted 
members of his family. His pious mother, who had long since placed 
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herself under his spiritual direction, also went into retreat, praying 
that God would shed His choicest blessings on her dear son. 

During the ceremony of consecration, the face of Francis glowed 
with the fire of Divine love. Indeed, so overwhelming were the emotions 
he experienced that he became unconscious, unable to support the de- 
vouring fire which consumed his soul. He related afterwards that he 
felt clearly and distinctly the Holy Trinity operating in his soul by 
the outward signs of his consecration. 

With all the ardor of his love for God and for souls, the holy 
Bishop devoted himself to the onerous duties of his office. He arranged 
the affairs of his household with utmost simplicity and resolved never 
to wear rich garments or costly silks. His steward often found it difficult 
to provide for the needs of his household by reason of his great alms, 
and would often remonstrate with the saint, who, with his characteristic 
meekness, would give some such reply as this: “You say right, I am 
an incorrigible creature, and what is worse, it looks as if I should long 
continue so.” Or, pointing to the Crucifix, he would say: “How can 
we deny anything to a God who reduced Himself to this condition 
for love of us!” 

The lustre of his sanctity, the ardor of his zeal for Church disci- 
pline, his love of peace, his compassion for the poor, and particularly 
for sinners, the most abject of the poor, won for him the warmest 
affection of his people. His sermons and conferences, and still more 
the example of his holy life and the engaging sweetness of his conver- 
sation, most powerfully moved his hearers, and his conquest of souls 
was tremendous. When urged at one time not to preach twice every 
day, for the sake of his health, the saint answered with a smile that 
it cost him much less to preach a sermon than to find an excuse for 
himself when invited to perform that function. “God has appointed 
me a pastor and a preacher,” he said, “and is not everyone to follow 
his profession?” 

St. Francis had an entire confidence in Divine Providence, was ever 
full of joy, and resigned to all the appointments of heaven, to which 
he committed all events. He considered only God and His honor in 
all things. The fire of his love betrayed itself in his countenance, 
especially whilst he said Holy Mass or distributed the Blessed Eucharist. 
When he carried the Blessed Sacrament in procession he clasped the 
monstrance to his breast and kept his eyes fastened on the Sacred Host, 
and those who beheld him on such occasions could not but recognize 
how intimately his heart was united with that of his Savior. 

Often he could not contain himself in his conversation, and would 
say to his friends: “Did you but know how God treats my heart, you 
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would thank His goodness and beg for me the strength to execute the 
inspirations which He communicates to me. My heart is filled with 
inexpressible desire to be forever sacrificed to the pure and holy love 
of my Savior. Oh, it is good to live, to labor, to rejoice only in God. 
By His grace I will for ever more be nothing to any creature, nor shall 
any creature be anything to me but in Him and for Him.” 

The twenty years of his episcopate were replete with labors for 
the glory of God and the good of his neighbor, notable among which 
was the founding of the Order of the Visitation in conjunction with 
St. Jane Frances de Chantal, one of the privileged souls under his 
direction. St. Francis died on the Feast of the Holy Innocents, December 
28, 1622, after a brief but very painful illness. His last word on earth 
was — Jesus! His body was taken to Annecy, where it was honorably 
interred in the church of the Nuns of the Visitation, and his tomb soon 
became illustrious for miracles wrought through his intercession. He 
was beatified by Pope Alexander VII in 1661, and in 1665 was canon- 
ized by the same Pope, who assigned January 29, the date of the 
translation of his relics, as his feast. In 1877, Pope Pius IX declared 
him a Doctor of the Church, an honor conferred only on a saint 
remarkable for his learning and exposition of Catholic doctrine. 


Patron of the Catholic Pen and Press 


Despite his manifold duties, which prevented him from writing 
“except by chance and in emergency,” St. Francis found time to com- 
pose what Benedict XIV has called “golden and seraphic books. . . which 
brought forth the most abundant fruit throughout the whole world.” 
His writings distil the love and sweetness with which his heart was 
filled, and it is this which makes them an inestimable treasure of moving 
instructions, suitable to all sorts of persons and circumstances. “His 
“Philothea,” or “Introduction to a Devout Life,” is ranked among the 
world’s great spiritual books, and even during his lifetime was trans- 
lated into many languages. It is this work particularly that is referred 
to when it is said that St. Francis “brought back the spiritual life 
from the cloister to the world,” — that is, he proved that sanctity is 
possible for people in the world as well as for those in the priesthood 
and the cloister. It is impossible to calculate the influence for good 
which this book has exerted upon the spiritual lives of thousands of the 
faithful, for it has been translated into almost every living language 
and has been reprinted more than a thousand times. 

His famous “Treatise on the Love of God,” written for souls more 
advanced in the spiritual life, has given him a place among the great 
theologians and doctors of the Church. In it he paints the picture of 
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his own soul. Besides a number of other works, the saint wrote in- 
numerable letters of spiritual advice and instruction to souls under 
his direction, many of which have been collected and published. His 
instructions to the Sisters of the Visitation, some of which have been 
published under the title “Spiritual Conferences,” have also proved 
a treasure to numberless souls. 

St. Francis conclusively proved the power of the written word 
by his successful use of printed tracts in the conversion of heretics. 
Doubtless it was not only the fame and merit of his writings, but also 
his method of presenting Catholic doctrine that prompted the Holy 
Father to choose him as the heavenly patron of the Catholic Press. 
In his encyclical letter proclaiming this appointment, the Holy Father 
pointed out to Catholic writers the qualities of the saint and of his 
writings which they ought to imitate. He said in part: “In their dis- 
cussions they should imitate and maintain the vigor of St. Francis, 
together with his moderation and charity. For the holy Doctor’s 
example teaches clearly that all must make a diligent study of Catholic 
doctrine and present their arguments ‘as skillfully as possible. Let 
them not distort, conceal or minimize the truth on the pretext of not 
giving offense. Let them strive for a correct’ and pleasing style, and 
adorn their doctrine with words so crystal-clear that the readers may 
be captivated by the truth...” 

May Catholic writers and publishers realize the importance of the 
apostolate of the Catholic Press, and under the guidance and afier the 
example of their glorious patron, fearlessly defend Catholic truth and 
present it with such charm and persuasiveness that it may lead countless 
souls into the true fold of Christ and foster the flame of faith and 
love in hearts already enkindled by this sacred fire. 





Mattocs of Ou Lady, Oe of Fnen 


Cfyuring these troubled times it is consoling to turn to Mary, our 
Mother, the Queen of Peace. Therefore many of our readers will 
no doubt be interested in these beautiful mottoes, with picture of the 
Queen of Peace holding her Divine Child. 
Hand painted floral decorations surround the picture, with the 
inseription: “‘Queen of peace, pray for us” below. Size 8 x 10 inches, 
with frame. $1.50 postpaid. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Ge into the whole world and preach the Gospel to every creature 


Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith 
oe 
The Apostles’ Creed 


ARTICLE IX — The Holy Catholic Church, the Communion of Saints. 


ett nel 
Distinguishing Marks of the Church 
Continued 


Christ came into the world to teach all mankind. 

The Church is His doctrine was not merely for the people of His. 

CATHOLIC own time or race or country, but for all men of 

all times and all places. Therefore, the Church 

to which He confided the mission of carrying on His work must likewise. 

be universal in character. It must transcend all barriers of time, of 

space and nationality, and must everywhere teach, without alteration,,. 
the doctrine committed to it by Christ. 

Christ gave to His Church this universal character when He said: 
“Go into the whole world and preach the Gospel to every creature- 
(Mark xvi. 15). “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the. 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; 
and behold, I am with you all days, even to the consummation of the- 
world” (Matt. xxviii. 19-20). ‘You shall be witnesses for Me in Jeru- 
salem and in all Judea and Samaria and even to the very ends of the 
earth” (Acts i. 8). 

By the word of Christ Himself, therefore, His Church is universal 
or catholic in TIME (“all days, even to the consummation of the 
world’); in PLACE (‘go into the whole world”); and in DOCTRINE: 
(‘teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you’’). No 
religious body or congregation of men which has not this threefold 
universal character can lay claim to being the true Church of Christ.. 
Here again we find that the Catholic Church is the only lawful claimant 
of this title. And the fact is wonderful that no heretical sect has ever 
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been able to keep the name “catholic’’ or show the least right to this 
title, or wrest it from that Church which is in name and in fact the 
Holy CATHOLIC Church. Friend and foe alike bestow upon her the 
title of Catholic. In witness of this fact, go to any part of the world 
and ask for the “‘catholic’”’ church and you will be shown to the church 
that acknowledges the Pope as its head. 

The Catholic Church is universal in time, because she has existed 
continuously from the time of Christ to the present day, and will, by 
His solemn assurance, continue to exist to the end of ages. The 
Catholic Church alone can be historically traced to the time of Christ 
and His Apostles. From the time of Christ she has continually existed 
with the same teaching, the same priestly and the same pastoral office 
as she has at the present time. And in fact, though in her present 
external form the Church exists only from the time of Christ, she has 
existed from the days of creation in substance, as the society of the 
just of all ages, embracing the patriarchs and the prophets and the 
just of the Old Law who looked forward to the Redeemer to come. 

The Catholic Church is universal as to place. She is spread 
throughout the whole earth. She has planted the Cross of Christ in 
practically every country on the face of the globe. Like her Divine 
Founder who died for the salvation of all men, of all times and all 
countries, she labors in His name for the salvation of the whole human 
race in every age and in every clime. She thrives equally well in a 
republic or a monarchy, amid cultured or uncultured classes; she 
ministers equally to the multimillionaire and the pauper, to the most 
degraded sinner and the greatest saint; she makes no distinction of 
language, color, nationality or condition. 

The whole world was the field of labor assigned to the Apostles. 
And so well did they carry out their mission that thirty years after 
the ascension of Christ, St. Paul could write to the Christians in Rome: 
“I give thanks to my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because 
your faith is proclaimed all over the world’ (Rom. i 8). And again, 
quoting the psalmist, ‘“‘Their voice (the Apostles’) has gone forth into 
all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world”’ (Rom. x. 18). 

Pope after pope, since the time of Peter, has sent forth to the 
mations bishops and missionaries, full of the spirit of self-sacrifice. 
And by the inflamed zeal, the fervent piety, the earnest prayers and 
penances, the astounding miracles which God wrought through them, 
the holy lives and noble examples of these apostolic men, new tribes 
and new nations were gained for Christ year after year and century 
after century, until at the present day there is scarcely a country on 
the face of the earth in which the Catholic Church is not established. 
And side by side with her great work of Christianizing the world has 
gone her great work of civilizing and enlightening the nations. 

The catholicity of the Church territorially was strikingly .demon- 
strated at the Vatican Council convened in 1869, which was attended 
by bishops from all habitable parts of the globe. The countries from 
which they came represented every form of government, from the 
republic to the most absolute monarchy; they spoke every civilized 
language under the sun; their faces were marked by almost every 
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feature and color that distinguishes the human family. In them was 
truly exemplified the word of St. John in the Apocalypse when he speaks 
of men of “every tribe and tongue and nation” being redeemed by the 
Precious Blood, 

The universal character of the Catholic Church is demonstrated 
daily in the reports carried by the papers of the paternal messages sent 
by the Holy Father to people of all nations under the sun, who are 
the faithful children of Mother Church, and in the fact that thirty-six 
nations of the world have diplomatic representatives at the Vatican. 
Again, the universality of the Church is shown forth in the establish- 
ment of the College of the Propaganda Fide in Rome in recent years, 
where priests selected from all nations are carefully trained for the 
apostolate of the foreign missions. And lastly, a most remarkable 
example of the catholicity of the Church was the consecration of twelve 
missionary bishops by Pope Pius XII on the feast of Christ the King 
in 1939. One of these bishops was from America, one each from 
Ireland, Germany, Holland, Mexico, Belgium, France, Italy, India, and 
China, and two from Africa. The Church on this occasion showed her 
universality in the fullest degree when these twelve men, of such 
varied nationalities, co-celebrated Mass with the Sovereign Pontiff 
and became one in the oneness of the eternal Sacrifice. Like another 
Christ, the Vicar of Christ could truly say to these twelve apostles 
of the 20th century: “Go into the whole world and preach the Gospel 
to every creature.” ” 

The Church is Catholic, finally, in doctrine, because she has pre- 
served the whole deposit of faith committed by Christ to the Apostles 
and by them handed down to posterity, and because she has always 
taught everywhere and still teaches this identical doctrine. What the 
Church teaches in one country she teaches in another. What she taught 
in the first century she has taught in every century since, and will 
continue to teach in every century till the end of time. New discipline, 
new practices, new methods, may be adopted by the Church according 
to the requirements of her mission; but she teaches no doctrine which 
she has not taught from the beginning, as it was received from Christ 
and the Apostles. Doctrines and articles of faith may be newly defined, 
but they are old doctrines included in her deposit of faith from the 
beginning. Unchanged and unchangeable like her Divine Founder, 
her doctrine is “the same, yesterday, today and forever.” 

With St. Irenaeus, writing at the end of the second century, we 
can say of the Catholic Church today that the faith and doctrine and 
tradition preached by her throughout the globe is as uniform as if the 
Church consisted of one family, possessed one soul, one heart, and 
one mouth. And as the sun gives the same light throughout the world, 
so does the light of the true Faith shine everywhere the same and 
enlighten all men who wish to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

No Protestant church can lay claim to the character of catholicity, 
even in any one of the three points mentioned. In the first place, 
it was not until the 16th century that the first Protestant sect came 
into existence. In the second place, as we have pointed out in a 
previous issue, they are lacking in uniformity of doctrine, being 
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built upon the shifting principle of private interpretation of the Bible. 
And lastly, there is no single Protestant sect that can claim to be 
established in all parts of the world. In truth, even taken collectively 
the Protestant churches are too insignificant in point of numbers and 
too limited in their territorial extent to have any pretensions to the 
title of catholic. All the sects combined number some 200,000,000 
members, whereas the Catholic Church alone embraces within her 
fold upwards of 400,000,000 souls. 

The Roman Catholic Church alone, therefore, can justly claim 
the venerable title of ‘“‘catholic,’’ for she alone is all that this glorious 
name implies. To be continued 
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Untrodden Snow 
Senn ee ed 

SHARP ring of the door bell brought Mrs. Barnett 
to see who her unexpected caller might be. As she 
opened the door and welcomed her visitor, a gust 
of cold air swept into the cozy living room of the 
cottage. Helping her guest to shake off the snow 
clinging to her outer garments, she greeted her, ““Why, 
Mrs. Ferguson! What a pleasure to see you, and in 
such weather as this! Let me help you take off your 
coat and then we must have a cup of tea to warm you up a bit!” 

“How cozy you are!” returned Mrs. Ferguson, sinking into the 
comfortable chair her hostess had drawn up for her close to the fire- 
place. “I have not seen you for some days, so I thought I would 
run in for an hour or so. But perhaps you were going out?” she 
added, as she noticed Mrs. Barnett’s hat and coat on a chair and 
her overshoes on the floor near by. 

“Oh, you see my wraps lying there! Yes, I was going out for 
a short time, but there is no hurry whatever.” 

“Well, anyway I really do not think you should go out today 
in this weather. Indeed, if I had known beforehand how intense 
the cold is, I might not have ventured out myself.” 

Mrs. Barnett gathered up her things and carried them into an 
adjacent bedroom. Returning quickly, she drew up a small table on 
which to set the tea and toast. For an hour then the two friends sat 
and chatted. Finally, Mrs. Ferguson, glancing at the clock, exclaimed, 
“Really, is it that late? How quickly the time goes! I must get home 
without delay, or the evening meal will not be ready when John comes 
home!”’ 

“Just wait a minute until I can get my things, and I will accom- 
pany you a part of the way,” replied Mrs. Barnett. 

“But really, it is too cold for you to go out unless you are really 
obliged to! If it is so important, perhaps I could phone a message for 
you when I get home!” protested Mrs. Ferguson. 

“Oh, thank you, dear,” Mrs. Barnett explained, “but my errand 
must be done personally. I will explain to you when we get there. Let 
me warm your coat a minute before you put it on.” 
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A few minutes later the two friends were making their way down 
the street. They turned a corner and continued along the cross street, 
near the farther end of which stood the Church of the Holy Family. 
They were not far from the end of the street when Mrs. Ferguson, 
after a moment’s pause in the conversation, suddenly said, ‘“‘You haven’t 
told me yet where you have to go!” 

Mrs. Barnett smiled in reply, but as they reached the foot of 
the steps leading up to the entrance of the church, she said, “‘Here 
is my destination!”’ 

“Oh, but my dear! Do you really think you should come out 
in such severe weather? I know you pay a visit every afternoon in 
the summer, but in winter...’ 

“There is my reason!’ explained Mrs. Barnett, pointing to the 
ground white with the whiteness of untrodden snow. 

“TI do not quite understand,” said Mrs. Ferguson, with a slightly 
puzzled look on her usually placid countenance. 

“Well, it is this way,” said the other. “One day I was struck by 
the fact that there was not the least trace of any human foot on the 
path leading to the church door. That day there had been a light 
fall of snow early in the forenoon, and naturally it had covered the 
traces left by the few who had come to daily Mass. But it seemed 
strange to me that, while the paths leading to the entrances of the 
stores, the residence of the doctor, the post office, and various other 
places, were worn hard by the passing of many feet, apparently no 
one had crossed the threshold of the House of God or visited the Master. 
This trifling incident made a deep impression on me, for, from that 
day, if ever I am tempted, in winter, to think of missing my daily 
visit to the Blessed Sacrament, I start wondering if the entrance to 
the church wears that deserted look. And whenever there has been 
a fresh fall of snow, I feel I want to make really sure that the church 
steps are not covered with untrodden snow. But I am delaying you 
with all this, and I know you are anxious to get home. Goodbye, 
dear!”’ 

“Oh, but I have time to spare a minute,” and the two passed 
into the church together. 
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That All May Be One! 
+0-0-O-e-e 


HEN, ‘after repeated and long continued injustice, 

the founders of our nation ended the political 
dependence of the Thirteen Colonies by the 
Revolutionary War and set up an independent gov- 
ernment, they declared in solemn words that the 
basic ideal of American government was to be the 
brotherhood of all American citizens, for ‘‘all men 
are created equal and are endowed by their 
Creator with certain inalienable rights,’’ and the purpose of govern- 
ment is ‘‘to secure liberty and justice for all.’”’ This profession of the 
equality of man with man, because all men are the children of a 
common Creator and Father, God, and because all spring from a 
common human father, Adam, is the principle which unifies and 
strengthens our nation. 

To promote fraternal relationships and bind the citizens of the 
United States in an ever closer union by furthering the establishment 
of a social order in which the religious ideals of a universal brotherhood 
of men will become the standard of human relations, the National 
Conference of Christians and Jews has, for the past decade, fostered 
a movement in this country known as Brotherhood Week. It has been 
held annually during the week in which we celebrate the birthday of 
George Washington, the ‘“‘Father of our country,’ and will be held 
this year from February 19 to February 28. 

Now this national ideal of the brotherhood of men is more than 
a mere ideal. In the first place, it is the Divine intention of the 
Creator that all men should be united by the ties of brotherhood. The 
living roots of this brotherhood are found in the very order of nature, 
as stated above. St. Augustine says in reference to this truth: “God 
willed that all mankind should descend from one common father, 
Adam, to engage us thereby to love one another, to teach all men to 
regard each other as brethren in the order of nature. If we but hearken 
to the voice of nature, it cries out to us incessantly that we ought 
to love our fellow creatures to whom we are allied by the ties of blood 
and with whom we have an intimate connection and live together in 
a common society... Reciprocal love and mutual friendship is a duty 
that reason dictates, that instinct inspires and that the Author of nature 
has implanted in our hearts for the best purpose.”’ 

In the second place, over and above this natural brotherhood, 
arising from the order of creation, there is a supernatural brotherhood, 
arising from the order of grace. It is the adoption by God of His 
creatures as His children, and their union with Him through the Blood 
of Jesus Christ. In God’s plan, the Blood of Jesus, rather than the 
blood of Adam or any social or political tie, is the unifying principle 
which will unite mankind in a supernatural brotherhood. 

The first step in this‘union has been:accomplished by the incarna- 
tion of the Son of God, who, in the alliance contracted with human 
nature, enables all men to be born to the Divine life of grace and thus 
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to become united with God. This union of souls with God in Christ 
and with one another through Him forms the Mystical Body of Christ; 
for, again quoting St. Augustine, “The whole Christ is Jesus Christ and 
all Christians. He is the Head; we are the members.” God wills that 
all men should belong to Christ’s Mystical Body. Human society can 
have no unitive principle more efficacious than the Mystical Body of 
Christ. 

Now just as before birth an infant receives from the life-giving 
blood of its mother the necessary qualities for its development, so do 
the children of God’s family, the members of Christ’s Mystical Body, 
receive their life and nourishment from the Blood of Jesus Christ; which 
flows to them through the veins of His Mystical Body, the sacraments 
of the Church, their spiritual Mother. By the sacrament of baptism 
the individual soul is incorporated into the Mystical Body as a living 
cell in the living Christ. This sacrament derives its efficacy from the 
Precious Blood shed upon the Cross for man’s redemption. This same 
Blood, poured out so copiously on the Cross, is likewise the nourishment 
of the members of the Mystical Body, and their Mother, the Church, 
daily invites her children to the Eucharistic Table to partake of the 
sacramental Body and Blood of the Divine Lamb of God. Thus, through 
the incarnation, the redemption and the sacraments of the Church, the 
Blood of Jesus is able to cement in a true brotherhood and fruitful 
union the souls of all men, who, from their common origin, ought to 
be so united. " 

As members of the Mystical Body of Christ, all Christians form 
a truly “spiritual nation,’ and are governed by the same Constitution, 
namely, the Ten Commandments, the basic ideal of which is, first, the 
love of God our Father, and secondly, the love of every human being 
as our brother, which is so beautifully summed up by the so-called 
First and Second Great Commandments. Brotherly love should thus 
be the dominant characteristic of human society, and this is the badge 
by which we should be able to recognize the true members of Christ. 

The different kinds of human love and affection generally spring 
from human motives and are influenced by flesh and blood. But 
being members of the one great family of God, all men ought to love 
one another with the love of charity, arising from the Fatherhood 
of God and the supernatural brotherhood of men. This love has more 
noble and elevated motives than those which arise from purely human 
relationships. It is the product of faith and grace. It is supernatural 
in its motives and universal in its object, for its principle is the love 
of God whose image we see in every person. Thus as members of 
the Mystical Body, having the same spiritual union with God, animated 
by the same Holy Spirit, cared for by one Mother, the Church, governed 
by the same laws, holding common ideals, seeking the same end, 
eternal life with God in heaven, and using the same means to attain 
it, eating the same spiritual Food, hearkening to the voice of God 
through His mouthpiece, the Pope, and speaking the same language 
of prayer and brotherly love, mankind should be linked together, 
soul to soul, through their union with Jesus Christ. It is these spiritual 
bonds which alone can truly draw men together, despite the great 
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efforts often made for union based on outward principles and motives. 

In this union with God in Christ’s Mystical Body there is no 
distinction of race, color or nationality. All men alike are called to 
be the members of that Body. It is an organic union which gives man 
the fulness of life, and separation from it must bring spiritual death. 
Only in the light of these sublime truths can we find the true solution 
of the vexing problems which face human society. If all men could be 
persuaded to accept the principles of the directing mind of the Mystical 
Body, which is the Holy Spirit, speaking through Christ’s Vicar on 
earth, the Pope, a better social order would surely follow. 

Now there was a time when the Vicar of Christ could exert his 
influence to calm the troubled nations of the world, a time when 
members of the white race felt the same on all the most important 
things of life — religion, prayer, love, marriage, children, death, 
education, honor, responsibility, justice and charity. But the pride 
of heresy tore Christendom into shreds and the sixteenth century Babel 
of Luther, Calvin and other reformers separated man from man and 
dismembered the Mystical Body. 

In our days, all too many people have rejected the Divine law 
and the natural law and have set up their own selfish standards of 
living. They have come to regard Divine revelation as a myth and 
have substituted a purely natural philosophy. They regard the Ten 
Commandments as being outmoded and have set up pagan ideals in 
place of Christian principles. They are motivated by selfishness and 
self-seeking to an utter disregard of the rights of others. They do 
not recognize the dignity of the individual person because they have 
lost sight of the image of God in the souls of their fellow beings, and 
so have forgotten their duties to God and to their neighbor. 

It is for us Catholics, who are joined in true spiritual union 
as members of the Mystical Body of Christ, to pray and exert all the 
influence we are able to bring to bear, so that every soul created by 
God may become a part of Christ’s Mystical Body. As the needle of 
the compass points to the lode star constantly, even in the wildest 
storm at sea, so every soul must be made conscious of that ultimate, 
eternal order which is God, the Divine Point at which all creation 
comes to a focus. They must be made conscious, too, of a cor- 
responding order which should exist in the individual life, an order 
whose tranquillity is peace because the two great commandments are 
fulfilled: the love of God with one’s whole heart, with one’s whole 
soul, with one’s whole mind and with all one’s strength, and the 
love of one’s neighbor as oneself for the love of God. 

Let us, then, be specially concerned and pray earnestly that this 
Brotherhood Week may increase in men the charity which will at 
least sow the seeds that will one day ripen and be resown, until all 
mankind is brought into union with the Mystical Body. Let us implore 
that the efforts made to further these ends may be fruitful. through 
the blessing of the invisible Shepherd of us all, the patient and eternal 
Christ, who keeps on saying through His Church, “‘My peace I leave 
you, My peace I give unto you; not as the world gives, do I give unto 
you.” 














fi’. liturgy as well as the mystery of the feast of the 

Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on February 
. 4 2, brings to our mind in a very forceful manner the 
thought of purgatory. In the Introit of the Mass, we 
find the beautiful words of the forty-seventh psalm, 
glorifying the mercy and the justice of God: “We 
have received Thy mercy, O God, in the midst of Thy temple. Ac- 
cording to Thy Name, O God, so also is Thy praise unto the ends of 
the earth. Thy right hand is full of justice.’ What place more than 
purgatory so marvelously reconciles the justice of God with His mercy? 
The more we consider this place of purgation, the more clearly we 
see the Divine goodness shining forth and the more we admire God's 
boundless love in ordaining this place “where mercy and truth have 
met; justice and peace have kissed” (Ps. lxxxiv. 11). 

We may say with truth that without purgatory the justice of God 
could not treat each human being as he deserves. For instance, a 
person at the hour of death may be found in either of three states: 
a state of revolt against God, blaspheming and refusing to the last 
moment the pardon God offers him, and such an impenitent sinner 
must surely be swallowed up by the abyss of Divine vengeance; or 
a person may die with a soul untarnished and still retaining its bap- 
tismal innocence in so great a degree that the gates of paradise are 
opened to it without delay; and finally, he may, as is probably the 
case with the greater portion of mankind, find himself stained with 
sins committed in passing through life’s network of temptations and 
difficulties, and laden with debts which must be paid to Divine Justice. 
Now, purgatory offers ahother chance to those souls who are found in 
this latter state, not in revolt against God and deserving of hell, but 
neither pure enough to be admitted to the all-holy presence of God. 

In purgatory, then, we find countless souls sighing for their com- 
plete purification, and, as in the Collect of the Mass for this feast, the 
prayers of the faithful on earth rise heavenward, so, too, do the poor 
souls plead: “O Almighty God, we suppliantly beseech Thy Majesty 
that as Thy only-begotten Son was this day presented in the Temple 
in the substance of our flesh, so Thou wouldst grant us to be presented 
to Thee with purified souls.” 

We are all familiar with the principal facts regarding the Mosaic 
Law of purification which required a mother to present herself in the 
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Temple to be purified forty days after the birth of a son. If the child 
were the first-born, the parents were required to offer him to God in 
fulfilment of a special precept of the law and to make an offering 
for his ransom. In compliance with this law, Mary, the “Virgin most 
pure,” the “Mother undefiled,” took Jesus to Jerusalem and made the 
customary offering and redemptive sacrifices for her own purification 


Te Se eee 

















In obedience to the Law, Mary presents her Divine Son in the Temple 


and for the ransom of her Divine Son. In the case of the poor, as 
we know, this offering was two turtle doves. 

In the mystery of the Purification we behold the great humility 
of Mary, the Queen of Virgins, since she wished to fulfil a law which 
was never meant for her, in that she conceived and brought forth the 
Divine Son of God in a manner which surpassed the ordinary laws of 
motherhood and was therefore in no need of purification. Secondly, we 
see Mary’s great love of purity, in that she sought a superabundant 
purification. In the fulfilment of the law she gives an example of the 
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most perfect obedience and zeal for the edification of others, for since 
the real nature of her motherhood was not known to her Jewish 
neighbors, she might have been the cause of scandal to them if she 
had failed to comply with the law. Mary took Jesus to Jerusalem with 
joy because she was ever zealous in visiting the holy temple of God. 
She offered Him with thanksgiving as an oblation to the Lord. Finally, 
she practiced in a sublime degree the virtue of poverty, and offered 
the sacrifice of the poor, two young turtle doves. 

In contrast to the sublime virtues of the Immaculate Virgin in 
fulfilling the law of God even to the smallest “jot and tittle,” going 
far beyond what was obligatory upon her, we visualize the poor souls 
in purgatory now undergoing the purification of fire for sins contrary 
to these very virtues. They sigh for a complete purification from the 
pride which made them scorn the precepts of God, from the contamina- 
tion of sins due to their inordinate affections, their unworthy intentions 
and motives, their evil thoughts, words and sinful deeds, and their 
wilful neglect of duties. In the purging fires of purgatory the Lord 
“is refining and cleansing the silver” of these blemishes and imperfec- 
tions. He is purifying “and refining them as gold, and as silver,” and 
they, by their suffering, are “offering sacrifice to the Lord in justice” 
(Epistle of the Mass). But in due time the “Lord whom they seek, 
and the Angel of the testament whom they desire, shall come to His 
temple,” and with Simeon of old, the happy souls that are to be released 
will cry out: “Now dost Thou dismiss Thy servant, O Lord, according 
to Thy word, in peace, because my eyes have seen Thy salvation.” In 
order to hasten the day of their deliverance let us offer to the Blessed 
Trinity the Divine Lamb of God who is perpetually immolating Himself 
in the holy Sacrifice of the Mass for the expiation of men’s sins. We 
can daily offer this propitiatory Victim in union with Mary and by 
this most efficacious oblation help the suffering souls to accomplish 
the days of their purification. 


KREREZTEZRTETRZTRETELEZELRZZREZRER 
Last Call for 1943 Calendars! 


W e still have a limited supply of 1943 calendars on hand. If you 

have forgotten to order yours, or find you need additional 
calendars, you will be pleased with our selection of devotional subjects. 
Size of calendar, 15x 9% in. Pad shows fast and feast days in red. 
Reduced price, 20¢ each. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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New Members Added to the Eucharistic Guard 
tt 


Jesus, Son of the Living God, mindful that the first duty of 

O a creature to his Creator is ADORATION, I kneel before Thee, 

here present in the Most Blessed Sacrament, to offer my homage 

of adoring love. I am filled with gratitude for having been chosen to 

serve Thee as a ‘Knight of the Blessed Sacrament,’ as a privileged 
‘Guard of the Holy Eucharist.’ ”’ 


Thus began the solemn pledge of fidelity uttered by the twenty-nine 
new members of the Eucharistic Guard of the Knights of Columbus 
in our chapel of Perpetual Adoration at Tucson, Arizona on the night 
of November 29, when His Excellency, Bishop Gercke, bestowed 
upon them the badge of the association which they had earned by a 
year’s fidelity to their assigned monthly hour of night adoration. The 
pledge continued :— 


“With thankfulness I remember that the day before Thou didst 
sacrifice Thyself on the altar of the Cross, Thou didst desire to pour 
out upon mankind the riches of Thy love, and Thou didst bring forth 
from the Treasury of Thy Heart the Mystery of the Holy Eucharist. 
In this Mystery Thou dost inspire my faith, increase my hope, strengthen 
my love, and give me the pledge of future glory in heaven. 

“T am grateful for this priceless Gift of Thyself as my Victim of 
atonement to the Father in Holy Mass, as my Nourishment in Holy 
Communion, as my Companion ever abiding on the altar. I promise, 
with the help of Thy grace, to keep my hour of adoration faithfully, 
reverently, to thank Thee for all Thy blessings, and to atone for my 
many sins and for the coldness and indifference with which the world 
receives Thy great Gift of Love. Further, I promise to carry Thy 
invitation to others, saying: ‘Come, let us adore Him!’ 

“I come to Thee, O Fount of eternal grace, O Source of everlasting 
life! I consecrate myself to Thee as my Eucharistic King. Exercise 
Thy Divine rights over me, Keep me faithful to my baptismal vows. 
Help me to lead a truly Christian life. — O loving Jesus, shower Thy 
abundant blessings upon our Pope, upon our Bishop and our clergy, 
upon myself and my family, and upon our beloved country. 

“Grant that no matter what may come, I may ever be faithful to 
Thee and to Thy holy Church. Teach me to turn to Thee in all my 
needs, to Thee, my CHANGELESS Friend, ‘the same yesterday, today, 
and forever.’ And when my last hour approaches, let me humbly say: 
‘Jesus, You gave me my body. Jesus, You gave me my soul. All I 
am and all I have, I owe it all to You. Then, Jesus, take my body, 
Jesus, take my soul: All I am and all I have, I give it back to You! 
Amen.’”’ 


The ceremony opened with a Holy Hour conducted by His 
Excellency, in which the Rosary and special prayers for peace were 
recited, together with a prayer for the armed forces in which all present 
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joined with great fervor. A contingent of twelve U.S. naval officers 
of the indoctrination class of the University of Arizona were present, 
together with several other officers of major rank. The Fourth Degree 
Knights of Columbus occupied special prie-dieux in the transverse 
aisle of the chapel and added much to the impressiveness of the 
occasion by presenting arms at various stages of the ceremony. 

Closing the Holy Hour was a procession with the Most Blessed 
Sacrament, in which Bishop Gercke, who carried the monstrance, was 
preceded by ten acolytes, twenty Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus 
in full regalia, and four members of the clergy. After the procession, 
the above pledge of fidelity was recited in unison by the new members. 

A fitting climax to the beautiful and impressive ceremony was the 
address of the Bishop, in which he said that his heart was throbbing 
with joy at the splendid work that has been accomplished in Tucson, 
the glorious litany of good deeds done by the Knights of the Blessed 
Sacrament. He congratulated the Knights and encouraged them to 
fidelity, adding that there is no consolation in all the world like the 
spiritual joy of the Catholic man after an hour’s adoration in the 
presence of the Blessed Sacrament. Many of the faithful members of 
the Eucharistic Guard testify to this, and many are the instances to 
prove what an influence for good this monthly hour before the Blessed 
Sacrament has had upon their own family life. 

Touching was the instance of two young men, brothers, who had 
been very faithful to their assigned hour and who should have been 
among the number to receive their badges, but on account of having 
been recently called to the service of our country could not be present. 
Their father and mother have volunteered to take their places on the 
prie-dieux for their assigned hours as long as they are away from home. 

On this occasion of the enrollment of new members, the Supreme 
Knight, Francis J. Mathews, sent a telegram to the chairman of the 
Eucharistic Guard in Tucson, in which he expressed his supreme satis- 
faction with the work of the Tucson Council of the Knights of Columbus. 
His message read: “As supreme knight I proudly commend the spiritual 
fidelity of the twenty-nine brothers about to be enrolled in the Eucha- 
ristic Guard of the Tucson Council. Their edifying example is a 
personal inspiration to all of us because it represents knighthood at 
its very best. I congratulate your Council upon this splendid demon- 
stration of its members’ uplifting Catholic manhood.” 

During the past year, the fourth of their organization, the members 
of the Eucharistic Guard spent 1,019 nocturnal hours of adoration in 
the Tucson chapel, before the Most Blessed Sacrament exposed. Truly 
a glorious record! May they accomplish even greater things in 1943! 
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Little frovers’ freague 


Another Contest 


February, as you probably 
know, is the month of the Holy 
Family. In the picture you 
see Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
taking their evening meal. For 
your next contest how would 
you like to imagine that you 
had visited the holy home of 
Nazareth for a day? Can you 
picture what you would find 
in the house of the Holy 
Family? Do you think there 
would be lots of furniture with 
soft cushions, or just a few 
chairs which St. Joseph had 
made, and a homemade table? 
Do you think the Holy Family 
would be listening to the radio? 
or talking with one another? 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph at Nazareth What would Jesus, Mary and 

Joseph be doing? What vir- 
tues would you find the members of the Holy Family practicing? 
Write and tell us about a day with the Holy Family. 


Who Will Ever Know? 


ie do it,” said Tom. “It’s my only chance now, and who will 
ever know?” So he began carefully to copy the essay on “Studies” 

from the yellowed page before him, here and there changing an 
old-fashioned word or sentence to suit himself. And he wondered ‘all 
the time who had written the words to which he now boldly intended 
to sign his own name, Thomas Page. He knew in his heart that he 
was not doing right, but he had wasted his time, and when he finally 
sat down to “dash off” his composition, no ideas would come. 
“Studies” was such an uninteresting subject, he thought; what boy 
could think of anything to write about it? 

Then came the sudden temptation. How was it that his eyes had 
chanced to light upon this queer old book, with covers and front 
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pages gone, and nothing to show who the dead-and-gone writer might 
be? It was so old that everyone must have forgotten what it contained 
by this time, and yet its yellowed leaves had strangely opened almost 
of themselves to an essay on the very subject which had been assigned 
to him two weeks before! The essay looked short on the printed 
page, but it seemed long when he came to write it out so he ended 
it with a sentence which he changed to read: “Reading makes a 
well-read man, and writing makes a man exact.” 

The compositions were to be handed in the next morning, and Tom 
congratulated himself upon having so narrowly escaped getting a 
black mark, for the teacher was very strict on the matter of punctuality, 
and Tom knew that if he failed to hand in the composition, no flimsy 
excuse would be accepted. 

During the week’s interval before the compositions were returned 
to their writers, Tom imagined that the teacher looked rather strangely 
at him at times, and he could not help feeling a little uneasy. But 
he did not see how the teacher could possibly suspect that his 
composition had been copied from that old, tattered book in the library 
at home, so he went his way as usual, trying to wear a bold face. 
He felt a little dread; however, when he entered the classroom that 
morning, lest his name should be read out and some unpleasant comment 
be made. He was quite relieved when he found that his composition 
was one of the many which were passed over without special mention. 
But suddenly his attention was arrested by something the teacher was 
saying: 

“Boys, I have always insisted upon the great importance of your 
being industrious and punctual in your work, but I want to impress 
you with the fact that it is far, far more important to be absolutely 
honest in what you say and do. Never for one moment allow yourselves 
to be thought clever when you are not. The downward road has often 
been begun in what seemed a trifling deceit. A boy who tells or 
acts a lie today may easily — unless he checks himself short — 
become a thief tomorrow. ‘Who will ever know,’ he may say, for- 
getting that there are two who will always know — God and his 
own conscience. 

“And sometimes others may know as well. I once taught in a 
school where one of the boys would not — or could not — write a 
certain composition. So he copied an essay out of a book and signed 
his name to it and handed it in for his own. No doubt he thought, 
‘Who will ever know?’ but it happened that the words he had stolen — 
for this act of deceit was really a theft — were the words of the 
famous Francis Bacon, which I immediately recognized. 
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“I can’t tell you how bad I felt. Yet I knew the boy was not 
a bad boy. He simply disliked to study, and seemed to think that 
all he needed to be concerned about was not to get bad marks. He 
didn’t realize that boys go to school to learn the things that will 
make them able to take their place in the world. And no man is 
worth anything if he is not upright and honest in every way. 

“In my imagination I saw that boy going from bad to worse. 
I saw him telling a lie when he thought it was the easiest way, until 
no one could depend on his word at all. He was avoided by all his 
old friends, and kept falling lower and lower until he ended in a jail. 

“But I pictured the other side of the story, too, and in my imagi- 
nation I saw the boy suddenly realize with horror what he had done. 
He had said to himself, ‘Who will ever know?’ but his own uneasy 
conscience knew it and it made him realize that God knew too. And 
he struggled with his sin and conquered it. Afterwards he always 
kept the remembrance of it before his mind as a warning when he 
should be tempted again. He would say to himself, ‘Bad marks 
don’t really hurt me. They are a reward of wasted time. But an 
act of deceit does hurt to my soul. Whatever comes, I will not stoop 
to deceit. I may not be brilliant, but I can and always will be honest.” 

The other boys had soon all left the room, but Tom stayed. 
His eyes were glittering, his hands twitching and his lips were working 
nervously. He turned to the teacher and said desperately, “That boy 
you spoke about was I. I have felt mean ever since I did it, and I’m 
glad you know. But I do hate to study and write compositions!” 

“Yes, Tom, I understand. I don’t forget that I found them hard 
when I was in school. But in this life there is no half-measure. You 
must choose to be honest and upright, or fall into an unmanly course. 
If you try real earnestly, and ask God daily to give you His help, 
you will find a way to accomplish the most difficult tasks.” 

“T will,” said Tom, as the teacher pressed his hand. 


Practice: In imitation of the Child Jesus, make a special effurt 
always to tell the truth by your words and actions. 


Aspiration: O Jesus, Friend of the little ones, bless the children 
of the whole world. 
_~_SCoS 
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On the 
Home Front 


Vi 


against enemies whose concepts of life run counter to the 

principles of Christianity and democracy, we on the home 
front must wage an equally fierce conflict against the spirit of material- 
ism which seeks to undermine Christian civilization and to substitute 
for it a pagan standard of living. One of the most effective weapons 
in combating this materialistic spirit is the Catholic Press. The return 
of Catholic Press Month should be for every Catholic a challenge to 
take up with renewed vigor the offensive and defensive arms of the 


CATHOLIC PRESS. 


W HILE our soldiers on the battle fronts are waging a fierce war 


Make the following 3-point program your own during February: 


1. Subscribe and induce others to subscribe to Catholic magazines 
and papers. 


In unswerving loyalty to and wholehearted co-operation with our 
national Government, the Catholic Press upholds Christian morality, spreads 
Catholic news and views, dispels ignorance and defends Catholic truth. 
It fights against moral decay and insists on the changeless laws of God 
which alone can bring justice and charity to men and nations. 


2. Read Catholic pamphlets ana pass them on to others. 
3. Send army chaplains a supply of good Catholic reading matter. 


Don't forget that just now our army camps are our greatest 
mission field. 
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